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Chari-vari 


In France when a widow or widower announce their engagement 
to be married again, it is the custom to gather up a large party and 
parade to the widow, or widower's house and seranade him or her, 

If the man happends to be a carpenter they take carpenter 
tools and make a lot of racket under his window. If he is a 
cobbler, or a blacksmith they take the tools of his trade to make 
their demonstrations, 

If the widow happens to be a cook they rattle cooking utensils. 

In order to stop this seranade Some wine and cheese ig 
quickly brought out and the seranaders are invited to come in wet: 
their whistles and drop their noise making equipment. 

If the widower Manners to be a stingy fellow who likes to drink 


his wine alone they make enough noise to change his mind about a 


bottle of wine or two. 
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for the sake of convenience ‘end clarity, 1 “give a list of 
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“the personae of the report, in ‘the form of « genealogical 
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re ee ee ha Monsieur-X. -- Madame X- 


hea Ye 2 w-* Mlle. X-1 Mlle. R-2 
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The’ native one of tiie x ‘famity’ was the twon of Pau in 


Ls 
+ «7 y= “ . 5 


ae perk Le 

Monsieur * came of 'a prosperous bourgeois, or petty bourgeois, - 
family + Sys “tether owned quite a mite of property in end around 
Pau erly menbers of the ‘family had served the church, as priests, 
monks, nuns + ‘Monsieur X was one of severhl childrens ~ hor 

ules adeno’ X, I gathered, was of mixed bourgeois and as PERL 

sce ee ‘At any pater die had received whet her daughter 
ey ee education” She atnet te eorvent’. |, 

| tory of why “the x Pamily came LO Ames 66 goes back to 


ae of ‘the: ee Mw. X"s eather died without 


ai! ie 


ee ea 


BLES MS VIO 


heving left any will as to the disposition of his properties. To 
make a Saas story short, the matter was take to the courts,: suit F, 
followed suit, until in the end most of the paternal wealth was 

avt the pockets of whe lawyers; and none in those of Me Xe 

| But Ms X was an enterprising man e While the matter of the in- 
heritance was still in the courts, he wentured into business, 

first as an importer of oranges, from Spain into France, then 

&s importer of satay wines. But poth these undertakings proved 
disastrous to him; not, as his daughter put it, because "oapa 

himself drank too much of the wine," ete. (being rather a teetotaler), 
put because he had the uisfortune, in each venture, to acquire 
business partners who were something in the way of sharpers and 

aid him out of hisinvestments- M. EH, in other words, was not much . 

of a business man but rather a too optimistic goodnatured, happy- tt 
go-lucky fellow, in sum, tres joli. 

After the failure of these ventures, and with the complete 
collapse of the hope of painane ok the ingeritance, M. X moved 
to Paris with his family, where (he was something of a horticulturist) — 
he got himself some sort of a job mhinnimmbnanmmahneonminduasnan 
in the mushroom-raising industry- But this wag not wholly to his 
liking. => | 

Through a chance acquaintance, a Frenchmen who lived and ares 
in the U.S., but visited Paris at regular intervals, M- X became 
interested in Americas Said acquaintance suggested to X- that he 
ought to see the U.S. with his own elyes- M. XK,» agreed. He 
undertook a visit to this coubtry; and was "charmed." He went 
es pack to France, returning with his wife and his tow daughters. 


They came directly to Berkeley, vidi New York. <-= This. was an 
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the ranks of the governuent employees, getting a clerical post- 


his wire somewhat younger; his aeughters about ie ce. 20> 


The daughters of X had received a good education, hayahe finisd 
the "high school" course. ile. X-1 (ime » x) was getting ready to 
enter "normal" to prepare for a teacher's career, when the inheritance 


pubble collapsed, leaving her without funds- On this, she joined 


° 


office. job. 


Arrived in Berkeley, X- got a job without difficulty, as 
gardener on Ons. of the Local piedmont estates» Wile. X-1 beceme 
a French governess to the children of wealthy San Franciscans; 


and occasionally, ender positions, worked as pookkeeper for 


4 


Freneh Laundries. Wlle. X-2 worked in French eleaning and 


laundering establishments. 


Me X was nappy in his new surroundings; Mme. X was decidedly 
unhappy; the young ladies were duite content, at the same tine, 


filially solicitous- 


+15 


The discontent and unhappiness of Mme- X increased with the 


years. The causes of misery were especially three: great love of 


France; the uncouth Yankee language; ner economic and, in varticuler, 


her social position. In France, she had had her own home, her own 


servants, mmmmamh man and maid, including maids for her daughter; 


here, one of her daughters was herself a "servant," her husband 
-was"the gardener" (Like unto 2 servant), and she was "the gardener's 
wife." Thus, in the eyes of Mme+ X; it is nets say that 

she was treated thus in fact. 


A remedy was tried. The two. aeughters inebes and scraped, 
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| and finally acoumlated enough savings out of | their ag ak to buy a. 
modest house in Oakland, This was ‘presented to the mother. MX 


gave up gardening"for other people’ and got a job with the El Dorado 


Oil orks, just then opening its ee This, about 1913. 

But even under a roof she could call her own, Mme. * was still 
very unhappy- In fact, she was on the very point of success in ver- 
suading M- X to take them all beck to France -- she would be quite 
content just to eter in la patrie again, servants or no -- 


when a stroke of paralysis caused her desth. 


One gathers that M. X was saddened, but for all that at least sove- 


what relieved. His story, we bring to a close right here. At 7A, 

[= aie Be gs alive (very uel aoe end still working for the El Dorado 
Oil concern, as he has throughout he yearse His regular work is | 
connected with the ref inY¥\n, process. For the past month or go, 

the factory having suspended A temporarily account a recently 
levied federal tax on sopra mith products, he has worked as day-watch- 
man at the plent. Out of his wages he has saved enough to have 


ae | 


purchased one house in which he now lives. He has paid visit (or 


10) 


t@y) to France, but has never desired to go back there on any other 


basis. 


ot 


Hée has not become a Ue S- citizen; at first there was the 
doubt as to whether the family would stay in. America; then, his ad- 
vanced years. 
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“ Interesting -- eee yverhaps of some Little psycho-sociological 


value a 8 the fact that he nag tiaieitsinea the daily routine of life 
pet epi iehed before leaving France. At 74+, he ettit goes to 

bed ae after sunset, eas SHOnOOLE at 4 aem-, begins the 
BAIS with a bicycle ride (1), comes home, ests Peeeetast., and goes 
one aey an, Cot ae , ‘ | sag 
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" Coneerning, wie. ae 2 T oan ‘report nothing further. 


memory serves me right, she ig now dead. : ad 
Ye 4 a * : i. 
Wile. X-1 beoene ime. by 5 ebout. gu. "After marrying, she gave — 
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up outside remunerat ive work. 


Monsieur Y« is a native of Corsicae He was a peasant and the 


~ 


village musician, as was his father before him and hig father's 


ancestors back to time immemorial. He left Corsica as a young man -- 


"arriving in San Francisco shortly before the 


va: "to better his lot; 
ereat earthquate and fire. ees having lost the very Little that 
he had, in that catastrophe, he went to work in a Freco Spuieing and con- 


fectionery facbory » keening this job nes the time of his marriage 

with Mile. X-1; Ahern he joined M- X at. the £1 Dorado 011 Works, also 

in the refining department . He has worked here steadily, without inter- 
ruption until this summer, 1934, when the factory stonpped overations 


temporarily for reasons mentioned above. The day’ I taked to 


Mme. Y, her husband had gone back to work for the first time in FA 
7 * two onthe $ he expects to have Wns Job bask again regularly if the 
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ra have saved their pennies. Bought one house in Berkeley. 
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+ house. In addition, the ¥'s own also the house maLeb time « Y and 


¥ » } 
F ; 
; ‘ 
’ ad 
* : a 
f > > as oe, ; 
Ayres aay tae s Ares Ke pa ee Rai 
Otay o heya » AS need prwed . 3 
} ‘3 ae , ich ae ‘ 
if ‘ ” : ij rl ; i M 
: ’ Fi wih om w 24 
a re i IanO ae OX a vueargriot eSF 
. S ‘ ae i. 7 oP 
. >= ‘ va 
care Lo ne t . ae | 
eRe i i ell i } ba I % 
{ ! . 2 Min de 
r ; oe aM 
' 
4 ‘ i 
ih aes er eee eae a ae sd z a . 2 » 4 
e< , * -. > : in . a pr. Bonaih a | f« ae 
lee: mans Bi} SIRS Pe. Ses RT EO OnE iad. Sen meas meee 
aryl a Pte as ee 
q f Oe o OSS a2) Garr SHAS pee 
*: 
su 4 a. i a 4, Sek | “Sa e' ae, 
Pty? ; ae Seu de to he! od, 
7 
* . * 1 * t 
he oh : re ws toe rs ne es > 
Bf f> Ad. tee : Grad ak eS x hy 4S 420. Pig =P 
* A me 
y ’ x, 
* _ 4 
: t as ' ie) fe ret TP ah ie é Ly + 
: ~ ae ~~ us / - eee > Lb Ws 
rd 1 “ 
* 2 YP se c ~—_ z * a ha 
(fe)., LPC xc? « rs : S 
* 2 . . ae oP =, d n 4 tre — ng 2 
as ' P: * K,4 a 2 Thre + 7 JAS, @ 
> ey os" 4 “ i A eee i 2 | ie a At 
pry “ “ 2c row 2 
} a i u A Ad 2 7 Ms ree oo.) Thar the Botte os a : 
1 pL P a 
« t 
or en eee se JZ ry ‘ re ee 
, > Eo ee fg) Mi 9 APO e i, 
Coen oa sy \" j bt = a ‘ font a Cn ne 
ite 4 } ‘ee oY be 4 2 im bl WS Gh sal 
‘ > 7 r i 
SOLE CRA Cig ore ites. Tie Sem ti 
bs £ a . S 4 s . om, Es 
‘ : > y ; , ae Ry be ao 
= tat 
. ci ‘ ied ro aeth om) z 
7 5 ; ° : it; ae 
j 
b : 
*, op ee > To 
9 AG A del Ne 1S Sees 
4 


7 
— 
= 
1 
4 


SoMpo 6593. Ph edt vp iret Be 5. 82 eR OOe MLkegsceh POT |. mast eT 


: ie F t j 
\ ied sath Sas ott bp ete fi 
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ginning of pecoting a U.S. citizen, put nhis. eyes are bad," and 


he hed to stop his study of the art of reading English. 


Ms and Ime . Y have not left this country since entering. They. 
wanted to visit Europe, after the war; but they discovered in time 
no that Mi. Y was liable to a turn in’ prison if he entered France, 
under the laws against dnsoumis (he had not answered the ¢all to 
, arms turing the war), and the plan came to nothing. fore recently, 
said French laws having been modified in the meantime, they were 
again ready for a visit to the old country; but this time fete 
intervened with last mesg complications over passports due to some 
iimm flaw inthe pirth records. of their oldest daughter. 
Me and Mmme-. ¥ have been blessed with four daughters , the oldest 
of whom is now 19- ma | ; pe) 
The only cultural conflict discovered is the normal one of the 
Li younger feneration balking at sveaking the mother-tongue- In their 
| home, the Y's would Like to have French spoke; but they find thin 
‘e some difficulties in nent Laing the aim; and are forced to resort to 
such time-honored Le VRS as pretending not to : 
ei understand the children when they ao not speak-French. On the 
b. - whole, in this VORDSOh, things could be better in Mme. Y's opinion -- 
"Oe and worse, too. The children er ste md French perfect y; but 


speak it reluctantly and not too naturally. 


a, , the entire fam: Ly. (Angluaing erandpapa X) isietaly faithful to 
| the Catholic Churn» 
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Reo few more notes: on ai 3 YX. “She ts a well - educated woman, 
of course; reads, besides French, English, Spanish, Italian, gome 
German. he is also pretty incl LLigent « 

She is rather well informed on current eventa; follows U. S. 


politics with sodm,interest. She approves of Roosevelt and some 


features of the NewDeal.e The prevailing"hard times" in the U. 9. 


she considers to a very large extent dugto the monopolistic 
aggression of big business, with. its/eontrol over most of the 
press (and public onion and its preponderant influence in legis- 
lation. This conelusion seews to be based in large measure 

on her immediate experiences; thus: the pig. packing concerns 

| nee ; 
"wrote" the legislation which made the production of copra oil 
unprofitable jm to EX Dorado, bringing about her husband's lay-off. 
Again: she expects to see more economic suffering this soning 
winter than in the previous years; (again, influence of immediate 
xperiences) , --- She used to read the American periodicals 
with some Bnet Brose Farpers)- Atlant ie, etc; and was for many 
years a subscriber i The Literary Digest» The Llast-mentioned 
sheet she values very highly, especially for its "choice diction 
and pure English." 
lime-e Y makes no special effort to keep abreast of the 

political situation in France, or for that matter Europe as a whole. 
However, by reason of her Corsican husband's Italian acquaintances, 


she is extremely well posted as to the situation «in Italy. 


Here is her opinion on Mussolini and related topics: He has gone 


some good, eege, eliminating mendicancy,: building needed public be epg 


“utilities, "unifying" Italy; on the other hand, he has incurred the 


bitter hatred of the Ttalian popular masses, and with good reason, 
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